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NEACSM Free Communications Abstract Submission
Participant Eligibility Criteria Checklist

In order to be considered eligible for acceptance, the participant must meet ALL the following criteria:

[ Participant is a member of, and is in good standing within (i.e., dues are paid through November 2026)
NEACSM.

e |mportant: NEACSM membership is separate from a National ACSM membership. Please verify the status
of your NEACSM membership by logging on to your ACSM profile at https://www.acsm.org/ and by
clicking the "My Chapters" tab. Your active regional chapter memberships will display here, and the
expiration date is located in the left most column (directly below the National membership expiration
date).

[ Participant must be willing and able to attend the NEACSM Fall Conference

L1 All authors must meet the authorship recommendations put forth by the International Committee of Medical
Journal Editors (ICJME), which is endorsed by Medicine & Science in Sports & Exercise (MSSE) and is outlined
below.
The ICMJE recommends that all authors meet each of the following criteria:
e Substantial contributions to at least two (2) of the following areas:
o conception or design of the work
o acquisition of data
o analysis and interpretation of data
o statistical expertise
Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content
Final approval of the version to be published/presented
Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the
accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved

For additional authorship details, see “Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical
Journals” at http://www.icmje.org/.

Students entering into the Student Investigator Award Competition:

1 must be a student officially enrolled in an exercise science-related undergraduate or graduate program (e.g.,
BS, MS, PhD, DPT, MSAT, MD, etc.) at the time of the competition or present their student work within a year
from graduation.

] must NOT be a former winner of the Student Investigator Award competition

] must have approval of their faculty mentor and any other co-authors to participate in, and present their work
at the competition

] must be first author of the associated abstract



https://www.acsm.org/
http://www.icmje.org/

Judging Criteria:

1.

2.

Categories of presentations included in competition:

a. Original Research

b. Case Study

c. Experiential-Learning
Each of the presentation categories will be evaluated on a scale of 1 (Unsatisfactory) to 5 (Exceptional),
which is consistent with the standardized rubric used to judge the national-level competition.

o Significance: How well the project relates to the mission statement of ACSM, which is to “advance
and integrate scientific research to provide educational and practical applications of exercise
science and sports medicine.”

o Innovation: The novelty of the project, especially relating to the use of new methodologies,
studying of under investigated populations and/or addressing emerging problems relating to
exercise and sports medicine.

o Project Design:

e Original Research - The ability of the methodologies used to address the research question
and hypothesis. Additionally, the appropriate use of experimental design and statistics to test
the hypothesis.

e Case Study - Proper description of the case, including descriptions regarding the patient’s
condition, specific assessment techniques utilized, interventions employed, and
interpretation of appropriate outcome measures.

e Experiential Learning - Proper description of the project, including roles of students and
mentors, interaction with community stakeholders, impact on project participants, and
learning outcomes for students.

o Ability to Respond to Questions: Ability of the student to demonstrate knowledge of the literature
related to their field of study as well as demonstrate critical thinking for future studies.

o Poster Slide Design and Presentation Skills: Clarity of the presentation and description of the
research project.

Written abstracts will be scored 1-5 (5 being highest possible score) on the following criteria:

1.

Significance and Innovation: How well the project relates to the mission statement of ACSM; novelty and
use of new methodologies, under-investigated populations, addressing emerging problems, etc.
Research Design: Ability of the methodologies used to address research question and hypothesis;
appropriate use of design and statistics to test hypothesis

Results: Appropriate selection and presentation of critical key data

Interpretation/Translation: Appropriate and clear conclusions from findings

Oral/slide presentations will be scored 1-5 (5 being the highest possible score) on the following criteria:

1.

w

Presentation Content: Description of the research project is clear and includes intro/background,
methods, results, summary/conclusion

Presentation and Communication Skills: Clarity, elocution, and projection

Quality of visuals: Clarity of the figures and tables to explain methods and results as appropriate

Ability to answer questions: Ability of the student to articulate and explain knowledge as well as

demonstrate critical thinking



