
 
 
 
 

ACSM President’s Cup Competition 
Participant Eligibility Criteria Checklist for Fall 2026 

 
In order to be considered eligible for the President’s Cup Competition, the participant must meet ALL the 
following criteria: 
 
☐ Participant is a student officially enrolled in an exercise science-related undergraduate or graduate program 
(e.g., BS, MS, PhD, DPT, MSAT, MD, etc.) at the time of their chapter’s regional competition.​
 
☐ Participant is a member of, and is in good standing within (i.e., dues are paid), both the national ACSM 
organization and the affiliated regional chapter organization.​
 
☐ Participant must be willing and able to attend the national 2027 ACSM Annual Meeting to participate in the 
national level of the President’s Cup Competition (date/time will be sent to all winners). The 2027 ACSM Annual 
Meeting will be held on June 1-June 4, 2027 in Indianapolis, IN.​
 
☐ Participant must be willing to deliver a PowerPoint presentation of their winning abstract at the national 
President’s Cup Competition. ​
 
☐ Participant must NOT be a former winner of the President’s Cup Competition (neither regionally nor 
nationally).​
 
☐ Participant must NOT be a current representative on the Student Affairs Committee. 
 
☐ The type of project conducted by the participant must align with the mission of ACSM, which is to: 
“…advance and integrate scientific research to provide educational and practical applications of exercise science 
and sports medicine.” 
 
☐ Participant must have approval of their faculty mentor and any other co-authors to participate in, and present 
their work at, the President’s Cup Competition (both regionally and nationally). 
 
☐ Participant must be first author of the associated abstract, and all authors must meet the authorship 
recommendations put forth by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICJME), which is 
endorsed by Medicine & Science in Sports & Exercise (MSSE) and is outlined below. 
 
The ICMJE recommends that all authors meet each the following criteria:  

●​ Substantial contributions to at least two (2) of the following areas: 
o​ conception or design of the work 
o​ acquisition of data 
o​ analysis and interpretation of data 
o​ statistical expertise  

●​ Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content  
●​ Final approval of the version to be published/presented 
●​ Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the 

accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved 
 
For additional authorship details, see “Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals” 
at http://www.icmje.org/. 

http://www.icmje.org/

